
-- . 
~ 

, idn~y J, ne , 
uolih\tll , 

:cwi c, ehirc , 
:B91 }f; • 

oh1P. , 21 't . Jun 1 978 . 
er • C. ) 

J RC • 
GlRfl(l'. • ' r-77 6' x. 
--2..!..e-~! ~ .. ; 1T•1t<1~-1?.!!!.Jllli_ - 10.1!}1 

Ueol' rnther nohie , 

i nst . 

int rmnti n e to 

\ a) r .d \ih n he as oorn (u 1) b lo), 

T .. t .o . 

li'ff \: rch ir.:'to 
h he l egi trr. r 

rndu tion in l.n\ , 

rl t h 
June 

,,I 
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( ;,) n "r r,t , due ti 1.1 • ., nrl~; hoyhond :--..nrl hy hr j cnrn-
i . rt 1 o J.ondl>n 

(c ) h~re h e tucUc d l 1 d 'h~11 h~ n!lli[t{Jt\ 

(d) ~on~irm tJon h11t h• w s ini i .:n, . • a • • 
' p r P.e ably , ni. h ri ~I') o~ 16 J h i R l:i I h' r 

P..a :ii J'1TP.~l11 ~o n 

of na erinJ hP t:i on~? 

f1lond of rnin~ h , t:JCl'lrt incn 

( 1 ) 

( ii ) ti. fir· f. c;;(f icn ndrt r .e 3 '53, .<1uvn:.--in .trr" t , 
·'1 · !t 1.; .. ~1 t , l mv.on nrl in 1A31 , r Thora"'b· t•tn> he 
C' ea el gro ,, J j ~ ce, !lei" l·.:: 'ar, l mk n . 

Fi i r 1 "'!flt mO'" ~ in 187\> when h . mov d to 2 , Le.?1caatsr 
l ... ca , cit.l'nnct , ljoncto n . 

(i ti) "o • 1 icP. of h i ti. ath ~._red i il 'thP. l o c 1.1l nn't! perP. 
1 .... h A Chol at> e ~·· e 11cl 11

' h cnsinP;tcn F: s 11 ) bu in 
ha '' Tim~s" {) th . c.IUr1e 1876 , n . l, tfol . l. ) '"'9 I' l l\1 d: -

t1 • n 1h~ 14 h innt . 1lo nder Donl c , 
\iolini'to r , ,t,·4 , 1ydn 1.,..r \ Tf?l'r::tc~ , 
1em·in·1 C"' n Cci:ra rind ~~ . l 1 1~ncPet• r 

l O" , ·~rnnc\ , nF' d 0 ) • 1lnc J y 
T"P.('rPt f!d . Pr i t ndB '411J J n· ~• 
2cc,:.p 1 t hi i~or;;ir 1 i n ° 

!lh 1t i !:' .. ] l 1 havf' i <'1 r n °c rt Rt .h tu(1tn~nt; I am conti 11-
u1 nP: ~v ~e1rch and, in -he me·ntirne , l "o! :.t'OT\ 1 ,r rl to r P.ceivinu 
your 'f'"·-.iy 1.r i~y r e Uf?nt et 1lc~rnine he J et1, t:r'F' · t nt and 
any o"thr-r int r ai. i on which t he iur ee,oin mtJY r:.u r.i *at 1 you . 

, 

Copy to:-
\ . .. >r . ~.It . It'll 

Fr at rnal r ep ... r ctf' • 
Youre 51ncPr~ly . 

'' '' 'J. . • t, rour f!f~l 1 • 

'-I-
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Transcript i on of a letter dat ed 
• 

12/6/' 78 
from Br . F . Elli ot Dobi e 

Dear W. Bro . St . George , 
I have just returned from a short holi

day & found your letter awaiting me - My 
relationship with this particular branch of 
the Dobie family was confir med in l925 when 
the ]etter s""1)atent & crest were granted to 
~t . Col . Fr ase r Dobie of Pi,sley by the Lo r d 
Lyon ~ ing of Ar ms -

1 was per sonally acquainted with the Col ~ 
& one eveni ng as ms guest afte·r dinner he 
sh0wedl me all the docwnent ry evi dence he had. 
collected during his l i fet i me & vhi ch had ca; 
him about £7 , 500 . He knew 1 was keen on '\ 
geneZ,101gy hence 01ur common interest - after 
looking thr ough the· history of my family 
backgr ound he assured me that one of my a nc
estor s was either a br other or cousi n of Sir 
Rober t Dobie of Stonehill t~ilmarnock) i n 
ttte 17th. centuary - ffe had a great grandson , 
Alexander , bo r n 1750 & married 17811 - His 
eldest son was George & there were three.. 
other sol!lS not mentionetl in the l i neage but 
which the Col' . bad a note (James , ALexander~ 
& William.). The cr est & letter s - patent 
are now in Paisley Muse:urm but t~e Colonel ' s 
personal notes ar e not t r aeeab1e & the Lor d 
L~on Offi~e ha~ just the bar e bones of t~e 
]ineage - only the succeedi ng son ' s name 
bei ng mentfoned . 

l am asking the Hegietr ar o:f Ed i nburgh 
University fo r a note of the date of A]ex
ander • s graduation in Law & I am also seek
ing evidence of him having had a practice 
i n Dunbar :fo r two years be:f'or e he went South •. 

l am asking for a furthe r search of the 
recor ds of the Mother L. No .O. - of which I 8.IIl 
an Hon. Member. 1 enclose a photograph 
o:f tlme Letter s - patent & Cr est - the princi-oali 
m0tif of the Jla.tter bei ng the Cross of Lorra-
ine which signifies our or ... gin :::.e .F r~n ,..h • 
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-2- .. 
I 

1 ~ould ask you to return the photograph 
at your convemiemce . 

¥raternal regards & s incerely , 

lsgd) Frank Ell i ot Dobie, 
Past Sub . G. Master lSC) . 

P . S. Any :furl her information I get wi]l be 
sent to you immediately . 

~·En. 
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B91 3I-'S • 

Br . F' . Elliot Dobi e , 
Past R.W. Substi tut e CT . Mast er , Scotl and , 
25 , Fai rweather Place , 
Newton Mearns, 
Gl asgow . 

Re ., Al exander Dobi e . 

Dear Br other Dobie , 

6 , Wi dney J,ane , 
So1i hull , 

War wickshi r e , 
B91 3LS. 

30 t h . Ma.y 1978 . 

On the 9th Dec ember 1974 you k i ndl y repl i ed t o my 
query i . e . whether you are a descendant of Br. Al exander Dobie 
who j oi ned the Engl i sh Craf t and P.Vent ually became Grand Regi s
t rar , ~rovincial Gr1Uld Master for Surrey and a confi dant of the 
Grrund Master (H. n .H. Duk e of Sussex) . 

Have you been abl e to veri fy +.hat Al exander was an 
i ni t i at e of Mother Kilwi nni ng ei t her from t he Lodge Mi nutes 
(bet ween 1790 and 1820 ) or the Treasurer' s book? 

As I sai d i n my l etter to y~u dated 3rd . December 
1974, Br . Patterson (Sec retary of M.K. No . O) di d mention t hat 
there was an ent ry in the Treasurer ' s book r egar di ne t he i ssue 
of a "demi t " t o a. Br . Dobi e but gave no date . 

Si nce wri t i ne; to you I have ascert ai ned ( a ) that he 
became a j oini ng member ("an affi liate" i n Scotti sh parlance? ) 
of the Derwent Lodge No . 4l1, Hasti ngs , in 1849 and the Grand 
Mast er' s Lodge No .1 and ( b) that the i1reci se date of hie death 
was 14th . J une 1876 , at hi s residence , 4 , Hyde Par k Terrace , 
~nightsbridge , London , and that hi s son , \'i . A. Dobi e was pr esent. 

I am most anxi ous to compl et e m:y resear ches i nto t he 
li~e o~ thi s well- bel oved brother and would greatly appreciate 
any f urther i nfor mation you may have gl eaned s i nce we l a st corr
esponded . 

Fraternal regards , 
Yours s i ncerely , 

· - -- \ T T (L 'D . ( EC) 

,-
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H. Br . C. GeorBe Teylor , 
"Rdeehill", 
F'ey'ford , 
Nr . Dymo ck , 
Gloucester shire , 

Re ., ft lP7nn~er Dobi e. 

Dear Brother George , 

B9l 3r,s. 

36th . May 1978 .. 

Very many tha.nka for y0ur letter of 22nd . 
i nst. and the CON' of Dobi e ' s deiith- ci:rtifi cate which 
will be meet helpful . 

I notice :from t h at cer1iificatc that Dobie 
had a son '.nu that bP.ssti,.,·a further queRtions i.e. 

(a ) "-ho111. diu. he marry? 

rmu ( b ) w·hen and wher e? 

(Those questions r.re not ~drlre:-~se<l. to ye u) 

Som.st ime ago , I not.iced t he name 11 Dobi e" 
arioneat. t he list of rast Gr und Officer s o:f Scotl and 
and ,,. e a.re in corresrondence; so far no f6.!Dily connect
i on h~s bAPl'\ eRt!lbli~heci hut I hP 7 f" a liunch there mi ght be. 

However , thAt is for the f,1t'!lre - In r the 
~rPA~nt , I am most grateful to you ior your ef -O~t s and 
would fl.Bk yon to accP.T't the enclosed che 1ue t.o defr Ay X· 
the exnenso you hR~P. incurred . 

I would and - thA..t i f a:ny new avenue of 
apnroach occur to you l ohou.ld v ery interested to kno~ 
of it . 

Fraternal re5ards , 
Y0nrs Ainc8rej.y , 
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF DEATH Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, LONDON. 

REGISTRATION DISTRICT 

19' '7 {, . DEATH in the Sub-district of 
Columns:- 2 3 4 

When and 
No. where died Name and surname Sex Age 

s 6 

Occupation Cause of death 

7 

Signature, description, and 
residence of informant 

8 9 

When Signarure of 
regi Lered registrar 

~~ 
A~ J~ i:.~ 

ct~~ 
of, v .t.k.tJ p aw~ 

W.1/. D u._, 

Son ~ w. "'. 
g1 

o~ m~ 
lf.ll 1g7{, L/- r~ 

H~ck Park 
,,~ 

s~ o..ld A 9e 
ouO~iu ~ 

ct~e. B~ 
M· 0 . 

p~-o.J-~ 
d-eed::J.1 

1/- 14# p o.-rl< 
1ruflU.L 

I< ~ut1b~(l 

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Deaths in the District above mentioned. 

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFPICE, LoNDON, under the Seal of the said Office, the I -"" day of A p riA 19 '7'i 

DA 668605 

This ccrtillcat is tSSocd an pursuance 01 the Baths and Deaths Registration Act 1953. 
Section 34 provides that any certified copy or an cnuy purporting to be sealed or stam~ with the teal of the Ocnmi! Register Offioc shall be rcc:eaw:d as evidcace of the birth 
or death to which it relates wit.hoot any farther or other proof or the entry, and oo certified copy purportina to bavc been given iD the said Officcaball beofaQJfocceOC' c.IT~ 
unless It IS scaled C1' stamped 8S afcnsaid. 
CAlITJON:-A.DJ perWOD wbo (1) falsiles uy 01 the partiaalan oo Ibis Cft1J8catt or (2) UleS a falsi&d ctr1ilcatt n true, knowing It to be falle, ii liable to p1•MC"'4._ 

j.LL;t(. N~ 

,~,, ~~~ 
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C George Taylor. o.i;.c. 
H Michael Harvey.LLB 
Ernest V Lovegrove 
Christopher C. Williams 
Julian C. P. Griffiths LLB 
John H. Roberts LL.B 
Christopher I. Swingler 
Merk R.S.Atkins LL.B 
Jeremy R A , Harrison. LL.B 
E.Ralph Jones, B.A. 

CONSULTANTS 
John Shutflebotham 
Brian Hannibal 
George W Bain LL. B 

Your Ref. 

22 May 1978 

R G St George Esq 
6 Widney Lane 
Solihull 
West Midlands 

Dear Rex 

Alexander Dobie 

Our Ref. 
.T/WB 

GLAISYERS 
Incorporating ATKINS & SELKIRK 

SOLICITORS 

A lpha Tower 
Suffolk Street Oueensway 

Birmingham B11TR 

021-632 5881 

Telex 338610 

as froms 

' Edgehill ' 
Ket ford 
Nr Dymock 
Glos. 

I have had my clerk investigate this mat ter in an endeavour to reply to 
your specific queries . 

The following information is to hand : 

1 . Dobie was admitted as a Solicitor in England in the Easter term of 1816 
_ at the age of 21. ( ' . .krr- 17 r 5~) 

2. Such an age almost certainly precludes the possibility of his earlier 
qualification in Scotlando 

3. His first office address was 33 Bouverie Street) Fleet Street) London. 

4 . He moved his office to 5 Palsgrove~Place 1 Temple Bar,around 1831. Exact 
date unknown and at this time became a ' Scotch Agent '. If the meaning then 
is the same as it is now he would have been instructed by Scottish Attorneys 
on behalf of their clients who wanted work done in England and on which they 
personally could not act . 

5 . Sometime around 1870 he moved his office to 2>Lancaster Pl ace,strand and 
his office remained there until his death. 

c. n ........ o ..," '-- ---- _ , ____ _ ,, __ __ , ---- _ - - • 
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C George Taylor. D.F.C. GLAISYERS H Michael Harvey.LLB 
Ernest V Lovegrove 
Christopher C. Williams 
Julian C. P. Griffiths LLB 
John H. Roberts LL.B 
Christopher I. Swingler 
Merk R.S.Atkins LL.B 
Jeremy R. A, Harrison. LL.B 
E.Ralph Jones, B.A . 

Incorporating ATKINS & SELKIRK 

SOLICITORS 

Alpha Tower 
Suffolk Street Oueensway 

Birmingham B11TR 
CONSULTANTS 
John Shutflebotham 
Brian Hannibal 
George W Bain LL. B 

021-632 5881 

Your Ref. 

22 May 1978 

R G St George Esq 
6 Widney Lane 
Solihull 
West Midlands 

Dear Rex 

Alexander Dobie 

Our Ref. 
.T/WB 

Telex 338610 

as from: 

' Edgehill ' 
Ket ford 
Nr Dymock 
Glos . 

I have had my clerk investigate this matter in an endeavour to reply to 
your specific queries . 

The following information is to hand : 

1. Dobie was admitted as a Solicitor in England in the Easter term of 1816 
at the age of 21. ( '. k rr- 17 f ~ ) 

2. Such an age almost certainly precludes the possibility of his earlier 
qualification in Scotland. 

3. His first office address was 33 Bouverie Street) Fleet Street) London. 

4 . He moved his office to 5 Palsgrove1Place 1Temple Bar,around 1831. Exact 
date unknown and at this time became a ' Scotch Agent '. If the meaning then 
is the same as it is now he would have been instructed by Scottish Attorneys 
on behalf of their clients who wanted work done in England and on which they 
personally could not act . 

5 . Sometime around 1870 he moved his office to 2>Lancaster Place,strand and 
his office remained there until his death. 

6. By 1870 he was also a parliamentary agent . I do not know off hand what 
this term means . If it is important I can make further enquiries . 

7. In the course of investigations there has been no indication that he was 
Cont/d ••• 

Offices also at: 216 Corporation Street .Birmingham 84 608 Telephone 021 2361885 and 021 632 5881 ·Telex338610 
1659/1661 High Street,Knowle,Solihull 893 OLR Telephone Knowle 2.298 and 6247 

254 L1chf1eld Road . Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield 874 2UH ·Telephone 021 ·308 7411 
41 Anchor Road, Aldridge.Walsall WS9 SPT Telephone Aldridge 52337/ 68538/ 52840 

16th Floor. St. Andrew's House. 53 Portland Street.Manchester Ml 3LW · Telephone 061 ·236 7616/ 9 · Telex 666471 

628 Stockport Road.Longsight.Manchester M 13 OSD Telephone 061 224 3311/2 
~ 3 MA~ 1!-17x 
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ever in partnership though another solicitor named Dobie does appear in the 
}ist for rou~y t!:e same period. 

8 . Death certificat e enclosed . 4)Hyde Park Terrace,Kensington- gore (a 
continuation of Knightsbridge) was his home address . 

9. No death notice or obituary could be traced in either the Chelsea 
News or the Kensington News for June/July 1876 . 

10. A death notice was traced in the Times June 19 1876, page 1 column 1 . 
"on the 14th inst. ALEXANDER DOBIE , Solicit or of 4 Hyde Park Terrace , 
Kensington- gore and 2 Lancaster Place, Strand, aged 81 , deeply regretted. 
Friends will pl ease accept this intimation. " 

It is possible that further information might come to l ight but I believe 
this wou l d entail a considerabl e amount of work and expense. However the 
above answers your questions fairly fully with the exception of whether 
the practice was a specialised one . In view of t he period with which we 
are dealing I would not t hink that Solicitors tended to specialise to 
any grea t degree but so far as Al exander Dobie is concerned I do not have 
any fac t s other than as stated above. 

I do not of course intend to make any professional charge as this is not 
really an offi ce ma t tero However I have incurred expenses of £6 . 00 in 
respect of the death certi£icate and £0.62 in obtaining copy notice. 

If it is necessary to rep l y t o this or if you want further information 
would you please address any letter t o me a t home. 

Yours sincerel y 

/ ~ ...\ A~ 1979 
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01 -600 0606 

DH 

Ro~'EX Hous~ At.DERMl\NnURY S o UA1<E 

LoN DO!< EC2 V 7 LO 

11th April, 1978 

- ~ ~ ~~..y"' <l!-c..-t'~::_ 
My dear Brother St. George , 

I have not been idle on your letter 
to me of February 24th last. The fact 
is I have been searching through such books, 
papers and files which I have relating to 
Grand Master ' s Lodge No.l . I took over 
at very short notice and in a time of some 
difficulty from my predecessor when I became 
Secretary of the Lodge . I am sorry to say 
that many of our papers were in some disarray. 
and I have failed to find any Minutes 
of the Lodge for April 17th 1837, these being, 
the Minutes quoted in the Transactions 
of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge No . 2076 and 
mentioned in the first paragraph of your letter 
to me . 

I wish I could write you a more helpful 
letter to help you in your researches but I 
greatly regret I cannot . Please forgive me. 

Yours fraternally and sincerely , 

' No . l . Cop
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W. Br. C. C. Taylor , 
"Edgehill it , 

Jr etfor d , 
nr. Dymo cl<" , 
Gl oucaeterehi re . 

Dear Br other Geor ge , 

6 , YI idney Lane , 
Solihull , 

Warwi chahire , 
B91 3LS. 

17th. March 1978 . 

Re. , Alexander Dobi e . (1795 - 1876) . 

I have at l ast eot r ound t o t aking advantage of your 
ki nd nr omi se , at our mee11ng in Pletcher Chant er early this month, 
t o elici t fur ther i nformation re . lexander Dobie . 

My i nt er est in him is due t o the fact that , ~ Grand 
Regis t r ar , he was oe uted by the Grand Mast er (Earl of Zetland) to 
nresi de at the erection of the r ovincial Gr and Lodae of ~otcester
ehire on 17th. AUP,Ust 1847 which he di d a.nd a~pointed w. Br . Dr .Roden 

• as De ')uty .l'r ov . G. Master . Fr om then onwards hi s J asonic car eer 
is f airly kno n ; but hi e nl a c e of birth and ~ date Q.l"e not known 
t o me . 

In a letter he wrote to a Br. Lee , dated 23rd. June 1873, 
he ea i d 11 

•••• I a.m an ol d Mason , having been initiated in November 
1813 in t he ol dest !Jodga i n Gr eat Bri tain , the l ilwinning Lo4ge i n 
Scotl and ••• " . But ,in spi t e of t hat, ther e remai n doubts as to 
whether he was refer ring to Mother I ilwi nni ng No .O ( SC) or to one of 
a number of Scote;i sh Lodges havine " ilwi nni ng" i n thei r t i t l es . 

I wrot e to Br. J atter eon , Secretary, M.l . No .O, but he 
could not find any trace of Dobi e in the Lodge Minutes . In t he 
Tr P.aeurer ' e bo ok , however, the name was mentioned in connect i on wi t h 
the i ssue of (what we in England term) a 'clearance certi:ficate• • . x· 
So t her e i s a distinct 1osei bili ty that he ~ referring to Mother · 
~ ilwi nning. 

We are l ook i ng fo r but have no evidence r egar ding hi s 
family background , boyhood, education and how he star ted t o ear n hi e 
livi ng in hi e yout h. However, he l ater journtJtcl to London where 
he must have set u~ i n ~ractice as a Solicitor. 111111 111111111111 
I ha-ve a l etter f rom the "Law Society Services Ltd. (Records and St at
i et1ca1 Dept . )" dated 25th. May 1976 confirming that Dobie was admitted 
a Solici tor i n 1816 . (The address of t he Law Soci ety Services Ltd. 
i s : 113, Chancery Lane , London 'r. C2A l f>L) . The L.s.s. state that 
21 year s i s the earliest age fo r admi ssi on into the pr of essi on so i f 
Dobie was i nitiated i u 1813 he mus t have been only 18 year s of age\ 

Obviously , he must have j oi ned a London Lodge - f or, by 
1838 , he had attained the r ank of Junior Gr and Deacon i n the Grand 
Lodee of Erl.Bland. Later he was a"'nointed r esi dent of the Boar d 
of General Punoses (1842-1848) and Grand ttee;i strar i n 1847. Lat er 
that year he was a • 1ointed J r ·ovi ncial Gr and Master for surrey . 

l . T. CJ . 
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My object in troubl i DB you wi t h thi s r i gmarole ia to 
ascertain if there i s any other sour ce of i nformation , apart t ram 
"The Law Soci ety Services Ltd.," which will sup>l Y details o~ . 

(a) the date Dobi e arrived in London and where 
he lived? 

(b) did he qua.l ify in England or Scot l and and 
at what age ? 

( o) Was· he i n "general" iir a.ctice or di d he 
"epeoia.li se 11? 

I am very gr ate.?ul to you fo r your offer to help (or 
endevour to do so) and l ook forward to hearing what you have t o 
a93 i n due course . 

. . 

Fr aternal. regards, 
Yours s incerely , 
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Grand Secretary 
Fr eemasons ' HaJ 1 , 
Gt. Queen Stre~t . 
j.. 1 ngsw ay , 
London. " 02B 5AZ. 

Dear Brother Grand Secretary, 

:B91 3LS. 

6, "- i dney Lane , 
SoJ!i hull , 

W arwi cksh i re , 
B91 31JS. 

24th. February 1978 . 

I shall be greatlyi,ohl i ged i f you would 

address t he enclosed envelope to the Secr etary of the 
Grand Master ' s Lodge Ho . l . 

Yours fraternal ly and sincer el y , 

(R .G. St . George . ) Cop
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B91 31S. 

The SP.cretary, 
Gral'ld ti.aster • s Looee tio .1 , 

Dear Bro1;her Ss·c retary , 

6 , Wi dney Lane , 
Solihull, 

Warw i ckshi re , 
B91. JLS . 

24th . February 1978. 

I n Volume 34 (~age 182) of the Transac tions 
of the Ouatuor Coronat i J,ucleo lfo . 2(, 76 is n quotation i"rom 
the Minutes of the meet i ng of you.r J,odge on 17th •. ./\-pril 
1837 which runs 11It was pr oposed by Br . l'ol l ock , seconded 
b'r Br . Dobie and unanimously carried .• . . etc". 

I am eneeeed on some research i nto the hlfe 
and Masonic career of one ~JAxander Dobi e , by r r ofeesion 
a flol i cit("tr , who , in 1847, was Grand Regi st r ar and J r ovincial 
Grand MR.st~r for Surrey . Ther e i e some re~aon for stat i ng 
he was ini t i ated in Lodge Mother 1' ilwi nning No .O (SC) , Ayr, 
Scot l and.. Accorni ne to the Law Soci ety Servi ces Ltd., 
London , Dobi e was admi tted a~ a Solicitor i n 1816. It i s 
thought he was born i n the year 1795 so that i n 1816 he was 
21 years of age , the minimum aBe for quPlif i cation. 

My obj ect i n wri t i ng to yov i s to ascertai n i f 
your records s hew 

(a) that the Dobi e ment i oned i n your Mi nutes of 17t h . 
Apr i l 1837 i s the same per son? 

(b) If s0 , was he a member of RilY other Engli s h Lodge? 
( c ) t he date he joi ned your Lodge and who p r oposed 

and sec onded hi m? 
(d) I s his age menti oned? 
(e) Any other relevant i nformation? 

P.T.O. 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



- 2-

I am sendi llf" thi s to the Grand SeoretarJ wi t h a r equest 
th.at he addr ess the envel ope to you . 

I r~gret havi ng troubl ed you wi th thi s matter but shall 
be gr eatl y obliged to r~ ceive your repl y i n due oourAe . 

Frater nal regar ds , 
Yours s i ncer el y , 

(R.G . St . Geor g e . ) , 1 .J.G.D. 
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Registered Number 763864 England 

r I 

R.G. St . ~eorge Es~ . , 
Treasurer , 
Library a_1d huseum Comni ttee , 
6 Widney Lane , 
Solihull , 

L Warwickshire J391 3LS ..J 

Dear i:Jir, 

Registered Office 

11 3 Chancery Lane London WC2A 1 PL 

Telephone 01-242 1222 

Telegrams Interpret London Telex 

Telex 261 203 

The Law Society 
S er v ic es Ltd . 

Records & Statis t ica l Dept. 

Our reference HH 
Your reference 

Date 25th J·1ay 1976 

I ref'er to your letter of' the 20th 111ay concerning Alexander 
Dobie . 

The inf·ormation provided in our letter of' the 17th 1,:ay was taken 
from The .... aw Lists published by Messrs . Stevens & Sons Ltd of' 11 .... ew 
Fetter Lane , London JC4 . It'' s deduced that 1816 was tr . Dobie ' s year 
of admission since his name first appears in that publication. 21 
years is a feasible age for admission as it is the minimum age at 
\lhich a solicitor may be admitted. 

You may wish to contact the Publishers directly ~or the correct 
interpretation of' their terms . We would comment that "Scotch agent" 
probably means -r.hat 1-r . Dobie acted as London agent f'or a Scotti sh 
firm of lawyers . According to the current Law List a ~arliamentary 
Agent is one entitled to practise both in promoting and opposing 
Bills . Should you require further details on the f'unction of 
Earliamentary Ageuts , ':.1he .:Society 01 Parliamentary Agents , «.ueen 
Anne ' s Chambers , 28 Broadway , · /e stminster s.11 H 9LF may be able to 
assist. 

Q~~=JjalUvC 
P . _t{yan ld/ _ 
Chief Executive Officer tJ' Cop
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B91 3LS. 

J> . Hyan ·,~SQ . , 
Chi e xecutive Cfiicer , 
'rhe T aw Society $F)rvices Lto . , 
113 , Chancery Lane , 
London . 1 C?A 111 . 

~e ., Alexender Dobie. 

Dear Mr . :<yan, 

6 , Wi dney JJane , 
Solihull , 

'farwicksh i re , 
H91 3LS. 

20th . flay .t.9761 

I am very much obi i ged f or your .te~ter of 17th . 
inst . ~- he details you give arP n oat inte r esting to 

UP. l note that Dobi e was aomi tteo a so l i citor t in 
this GountryJ in 1816 i . e. at the El.Be of ?l year s . 
Do you thinl< that feasible? 

~lAo , woul n you ple as~ explain the meAni ng of 
11 Scotch "fent 0 and "Scotch tr, J--arliamentA.ry Ae;ent"'? 

I ar1ologi se fo r plaguin~i +.h these further 

questions . 

lours sincerel y , 

(R .G. St . Ueorge . J 
Treasurer . 
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Registered Office 

11 3 Chancery Lane London WC2A 1 PL 

Telephone 01-242 1222 

Telegrams Interpret London Telex 

Telex 261203 

Registered Number 763864 England 

r 

L 

R. G. St . George Ess . , 
Treasurer , 
:Dibrary and l"Useum Committee , 
6 , Widney Lane , 
Solihull , 
War wickshi re B91 3LS 

Dear Sir, 

_J 

R~ : Alexander Dobi e 

The Law Society 
Services Ltd . 

Records & Statistical Dept. 

Our reference HH 
Your reference 

Date 17th lvlay 1 976 

Thank you i'or your letter of the 11th Uay. 

As this department commenced only in 1907 , old records are not 
exhaustive, and , in the circumsta...ices theref'ore , re a1·e unable to 
~~ovide detailed information on Alexander ~obi~. Prom the existi ng 

.k-~ Law Lists , we have been able t.o establish that Lr . Dobie was admitted 
(av.- ~ a solicitor in this country in 1816;. He died ori the j_4~1! _Jlll!e_ 1 87§ ~ 
~) I t would appear that he i niti ally practised at 33 Bouveri e St , Fleet 

St , London EC . In 1826 , he is shown at 5 Palsgrave Place , Temple bar , 
....__,, described as a Scotch Agent . ~rom 1846- 1876 , he appears a t 2 Lancaster 

P! ace , 8trand5as a solicitor , Scotch and Parliamenta ry Agent . 

It is hoped that this information will be of some assistance to 
you . 

Yours fa ithf'ully , 

P. Ryan 
Chi ef Executive Office r 

2 o MAr 1976 
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~he Secretary , 
T ew fie ciety, 
11-: , Ch:mcery lP.nQ , 
1 onuon , 'tlC 2 . 

B91 3LS. 

Re . Al~xauder [Jobi e . 

Dear ~ir, 

6 , \<' i dney Lan e , 
Solihull , 

Warwi ckshire, 
1391 3LS. 

11th . May 1976 . 

I am collecting bi ogr aphical detail~ or ~lexander 
Dobje who w~s Sc<•ttiE:1h lJy birth and (I th inl< § c Ame from 
Ayr . he was born in the y<'ar 179~ art<& 6. i ea in 1876 

( aGed 81 years). The death cert.ificate rrum Somerset 
House descri bes him as & ,k l i ci t or Rnd resid~ut in London 

(1 believe , at Lancaster l•lttc~)in 18 7)) . 

He b~came pr ominent i n English Pre~ma~onry in the 
183( • e and so conti nued unti l hi s death. 

My object i n writing to you i s to ~scertain if your 
r~cords r eveal det ails o~ 

~ ) When he arrived in Ion~cn and where h~ 1ived? 
b) Di d hf it rJ i fy i a r!neland or Scotlanc1 and a t what 

ae e? 
c ) \',dB i ' .. neral ' practice or d i d he SJ'ecial i se? 

Any other de"'" f:t .i J i 1 your possessi on and not asl<ed fo r above 

f . ~· . ti . 
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would be greatly appre~iated . 

Your s fai thfully , 

(R. G. St . GeorBe . ) , 
Treas urer. 
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- · -. 
TeLep-hone: 041- 639- ]96g 

.l!.w.L.luT U.JJ:U.l!i 

Member Incorporated Society Musicians 
Lecture recitals on Scotti sh ballads 

25 , Fairweather P~ace , 
Newton Mearns 
Glasgow 

9/12/1974 . 
Br. R. G. St. Geo..rge , P . G.D., 
6 , Widney Lane , 
So]ihull, 
Warks . 

D~ar Brother Sto George, 

I have your letter of 3rd. December reo the Dobie 
]ineage - and thank you for same - I have for many years being 
researching for the fBDil y and have now comp]eted the fa.mi]y 
]ine over three hundred years -

Letter s patent and a Crest and Coat ot arm8 was 
1 granted by Ge<0. V in March 1925 to a relative of mine, the late 

Coi. Fraser Dobie. 
There is only one Alexander in the line and he was 

a son of Sir Robert Dobie of Stonehill (Ayrshire) - a little 
earlier than your stated date - I have as yet no i..n:formation 
as t o his associatia..n with the Craft but I am i n fairly regular 
cOJntact with tbe Lo·rd Lyon K ing of Arma who i s a member of the 
Craft a~d , like myself , seven other Or ders - I am ta.king the 
matter up with him - and am also hoping to see the old »egister s 
of the Mother Lodge No .o, Kilwinnin6 - of which I am an Ronoir ary 
Member and wi1]J be assisting ( )~·M . W. Grand Master on the 
2]st . of this month i n the re-I nstallati on of the Master whOJ , by 
virtue of hie Office , is also Prov . Grand Master of the Ayrshire 
Province -

at once. 
If I can get any info.rma.t ion I wi]]. let you have 1 t 

Fraterna] regards, 
Sincerely, 

(signed) F .Elliot Dobie . 
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• . 041 _639 1969 O T Do BI E 
.- TelephOn& . L L 1 

E eo 50 c1ET'< MU:~~~~~~ 
---~, NC 0 R p 0 R AT SC 0 TT I SH CE 
MEMBER RE c ITAL S o N 25 FA\RWEA'THER PLA 
LE c T u R E ARMS 

NEWiON ME , .. 

GLASG07 

.. _{/ ff /.., ... .. 197 !f. 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



Lu. I' ; I 
I 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



..: 

r . • 11, ot D bi ~, 
n . • ,u'hatrc;ut G. hao tnr, 
25. 1-'aii- eJ\ .. ho.r lttc , 
·ew1on •• ar na , 
Rel"..fr ·w 1h i 11, j <:1> -. 

Dear .Br ol; 1.,r 

YCJ U _.,, 

h 
l ] ·~ I 

Rt:o1: j anr: •• 
v.h ~he r n · 
n'l!!!l\ l .-·l' ol' 

B91 31,g. 

( . r. . }, 

.. 

a l :\ e uo C:'Jicle11ce r 
h od , dul' t' n anll ho~ h t 
k vn c1·, . 1 t or Jouneyed t o 

t;J l i c.:i to r &nd muat hav ft JO~.n ~ 
hnd _ttainad ~ he r o.rili ot .Junior hrand 

... dP.nt of 'th e Iloa r d of 1en r tlJ. Pn1' 
1r al' (1B47 ) . 1, i,er tha"t, y~a.r 
~ ar:.t0r f or ... •u.·.r+1.).' . 

(A dr es a 3 ab ve ) . 

~r ~ . r~,,..,bnr 1974. 
.e"'f,r t?: - -r: w <f. 

R.. H . ~-

795-·H~'£f i 1 

( United 

a 

So thC"re 
i l -w i nni · ~ 

( c i a
Gr e.nd 

I f my ••hunch'' i .~ c,H'r1 c~t ttn<l yo -:. a.re 1J • o•·mdn .~ ui' the 
a~MT1lm "l1 TIA1.l d iot J ::i ' 1 P.:'.'v . rv·~h J~ c 'l~ y"u 1m 'J l Y rue u i t h det ailn 
r>! hi f amily ba g r ouna P.tc . and JHJ1 DJ1Sf}i o n t \'l u i:.e th<H~e Gi etai ln 
i n .a r -o .. c :: t ed b1o 1 JiicaJ. F f!i,ch n 'I' " l e.xa_"ld c r l1obi e . 

r a t rnal r e arda , ur ~ii.cf"rely 4..c.- c: r en urer . 
)">~ ~ '"' Cc..~ - ~·?H.K. f,..:i Q ~~ < ·X ~c. fuv ~' ~.L;:;471~ ~?"........ L~ 
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.. The foll0wing w;..i.a taken frc'm "1Ihe History of 
Freemasonry in the iruvince 

1'1 surrey 11 • 

By W. Br . li.B . Bailley , PPAGDC (Surrey) (tt:l"to) 

----~oovoo----~ 

ALL.A.i~.i-.Dfilt lJv.dl.i:i . (Born 1795 - died 1876 aged 81 years 
Provincial Grand haeter,fl847 to 1871 ) . 

(1i't¥ 
Information about Alexander Dobie is somewhat meagre but his 

death certificate from Somerset House shews that he was a Solicitor 
and liven in London and that he died simpJJy of old age . The other 
solid perPonal informationjabout him is revealed in his letter to 
the Surri=>y Ledee No . 4lf , which he wrote in reAp0nAe to their resol
ution of prof ,und reP-ret at the loss of so valued a Irovincial 
Grano La~ter . His letter \•as as follows : 

Dear Sir and Brother , 

LancaBter I lace , 
23rd . June 1873 . 

On coming to town to- day , I found your letter of 
yePterd.ay accompanyi ie the Hesoluth n of the aurrey Loage , 
regarding my pest sPrvices in ~.asc.nry es ... ecially in the 
County of Surrey . I am an old 11 asun , having been ini t
i at ed in Nov . 1813 in the uldest Lcdbe in Great Lritain , ~· 
"The I i l winning Lodge" in Scotland and ~ now on the wrorig 
side uf 7G , su I think I should ma.Ke waYTf?or othersJ:o obtain 
promotion; besides my health and my memory are no~so good 
as they were and cannot be expected to be so . I can only 
r equest , through you , to exrress to every Member of the 
Surrey Lodge my Fincere ~hanks for their kindness in passing 
the Hesolution , and that it is very gr at i fying to me to rec
eive PUCh a Tee~imonial . I n the Frovince , Unanimity and 
Brotherly love and esteem have prevailed ever s ince my arp
ointment fo r I have never had a single complaint of any des
cription to i nvestieate , which no other } . G. I· . can boast of , 
during a peri od of nearly 23 years . 

With sincere regards , 
I remain , Dear Si r and Brother , 

A.Dobi e , 
? . P . G. M., Surrey . 

Bro . Leela, I .IVJ. . '( 
Surrey Lodge . 'lJ. l (j (~ 

There are a dozen Scottish Lodges with the word 111:ilwinning" 
i n the title but it has not been !JO ssi ble tu establ i sh precit=1el y 

,,-which one was his i1other i.odge . f. oreuver , he could not have 
been more than ld years or ar;e in 1813 and it is ussible that , 
with failing memory , he confused his year ~ith the year in which 
the Unite~ Grand Lodge uf ~ngland was formed . 

In Masonic rank he was ~ unior Crrand Deacon in 1838 , 1 resident 
p . t . 0 . 

)( ~ t~·e...-....-.-,r L. C' (S"c~ ~ ~ ,,.__,.,JJJ.. en-- t.J.v u-~~. 
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of the Board of Genrral l urposes from lc342 to 1848 and again from 
1854 to 185£ and Grana Regietrar in 1847 . I n Roy~l Archshec~as 
Gr and Seri be 'N ' from 1838 to 1846 and Grand Surierin~eri°d

11

Efnt""from 
1847 . 

Evidently he was a friend o~ Col. ~cQucen , the Irovincial 
Grand I 9ster for Sussex, who said at a meeting of his rrovincial 
Gr and odee in 1Sl17 "I had honed on this occasion to have had the 
'honour and advantage of the assistance of Br o . Dobie, the Pr ovin
cial (1-rand 1· aster for the rrovince of Surrey and Grand Registrar 
of England , but l lament he has had a Aerious accident in Switz-
erland" . In 184 9 .Bro. Dobie joined the Derwent Lod ,e No . 4C at 
Hasting~ and gave em a se o racing oar s , w ich are still 
in posoession of that Lodge . lie is also recorded as having 
presided "on the 'throne" at the • revival ' of the l rovincial Grand 
Lodge of Worcestershire on 17th. ugust 1847 and "as Grand Naster 
in the Chair" at the Quarterly Communication of Grand .Lodge on 
7th . June 1865 .-t-,·1- ~.iJ .:~ ~ ..• -..n.,, , ..... tw.. a.6.u~L 'Jfta F:~v~t.1.c .. .,trti!I'~ 

~he year before Alexander Dobie took office saw the great 
lrish famine and the repeal of the Corn ~awe . l n the years 
after his ap •ointment , there were revolutions in many of the 
Capitals of Europe and , in London, the Chartist meeting on Kenn-
1.Jlgton Common. In 1851 , the Great Exhibition was held in Hyde 
Park and hopes were aroused that commercial rivalry would engross 
the energies of nations to the exclusion of wars . Alas for 
these ho~es , the Crimean War broke out in 1854 and the Indian 
autiny in 1856, while the Civil War in the United States commenced 
in 1861 . A gleam of human progress came with the end of the 
latter conflict in 1865, when slavery became illegal throughout 
the world . 

In July, 1848, the rrovincial Grand JJodge at the Greyhound 
I nn , Croydon, decided that the present holders should continue in 
their offices and the Deputy I rovincial Grand r aster should be 
Secretary for thE. time being. 1 The auended By- laws were ordered 
to be printed and circulated for discussion at the next meeting 
(but there is no record of such subsequent discussion) . In the 
In the fnllnwin~ year (October, 1849) again at ~he Greyhound Inn, 
Croydon , several officers continued in their vasts but W. Bro. EJlkins 
was unanimously elected Treasurer and bro. Peter I .. artin was or der ed 
to i1ay over ~he balance in his hands. It will be seen beho'' 
that there as a seaual to this change of TreaAurer . n~-:-f,.--'-r.~Z(? 

A very important fi:nct ion v.as held in the Town,, Hall, Croydon , 
on 1.@.t . Auguste 1L50 . . X· This was to consecrate);the Asylum for the 
Old, l'eople in royaon . The Grand l·iaster Ct'he Earl of Zetland) 
was un90Ie to atiend~ut the very distinguished company present inc
luded the Rev . John 'Cox , Grand Chaplain; Henry L . Crohn , Grand 
Secretary for German corresponcance; ~he Rev. dm.J . Carver , Grand 
Loclge of I•.assachusetts; James Bornorandi , of the Alpina Grand 
Lodge of Switzerland , and the Worshi "1ful I· aster , 1 ast Laster and 
Wardens oi' the Grand Stewards Looge . The I rovincial Grand haster 
officiated. He stated that he would not this dey enter upon 
a:ny duties of the Irovince but soon after the Harvest he woultl 
summon a Irovincial Grand Longe. He prorosed that they should 

)( ~(,Q _.,__.t; .t~ ~~-- 4 • f~.__...~ ~ u.. +,w;[-fL.-..f-b~ J.~ 1k; 
<s;. ~d....,tl-4i,....) II__. -up~~~!:. 4'oiLI""""J-i::) 
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-3-
now adjourn to hear a sermon at St . James ' Church , CroydotlpoID!'lon , 
and then join a procession, con~isting of a band , the boys and 
girls of those I nstitutions , a band of the Caledonian Anglia and 

· more than 25C Brethren , which would proceed to the Asylum. 
On arrival at the Asylum the J rovincial Grand rlaeter &. Cfficers 

went to the Committee room and resumed lrovincial ~rand ~odge when 
the Consecration of the Insti tutlon was rluly carrl.ed out:-- 'rhe Rev . 
George Coles, perpetual curate of St . J'lllles ' was ~hanked for the 
use of his church and also th~ Grand Chaplain for hiA able and elo
quent sermon delivered in aid of the Royal Jviasonic Benevolent Inst
itution for aeed Freemasons and their widows . 

Another interesting function was held at 1 ingston on Sertember 
9th. 1850 , when l rovincial Grand Lodge was invited to partici}.Jate 
in the ceremony of placinr ~he lLth . centuary Coronation Stone of 
our Anglo-Saxon kings on a ne,, site in the town (where it may still 
be seen to-day) . lrovincial Grand Lodge met in the Grand Jur y 
Room at the Shire Hall and the I•.ayor conducted them to the Town Hall. 

About this time ~here was a ~eriod of financial embarrassment 
oi which perhaps a hin~ appeared in vctober 1847 , when Bro. Ieter 
Hartin was ordered to ray over the balance in his hands to the newly 
electPd Treasurer , Bro. 3lkins . A ~inance Comnittee was apnointed 
to inv~stieate the matter and eventually reported that there were 
ho main causes of the difficulty . First , a problem seemed to ha.ve 
arisen from the failur~ of the firm of Bankers i n Reigate with whom 
Bro. r art in had invested 1 rovincial Grand Lodge funds . .tie explained 
that a sub8tantial amount of his own money had also been lodged 
with thi~ ba.n1 and that he, tuo , had suffered severe rersonal loss . 
J:ie honed , therefore , thut he would not be held resronsible fo r the 
loss of J rovincial Grand .Lodge funds runountinB to a1Jproxi mately 
£7C , ei:ipecially as the new ~,reasurerhad u ade no effort to t ake the m1ul 
money into his care since he ~·n "1 nffice. '.rhe loss seems t o have 
been accepted by the ~rovifi.O~aa~~~t from requiring Bro . Mart in to 
pay over two dividends from the bankruptcy which he had subsequently 
received . The second complication was that some Lodges were 
years in arre~rs.with t~eir contribution to rrovincial Grand Lodge 
and some F rov1nc1al Officers had not pai d their aues of Honour 
following their appointmemts . The Finance Committee reported 
on the default~ and the Loss of lrovincial Grand Lodge funds through 
the collapse OI the bank , several donations to l.asonic charities 
wer e made during the period . A five- ruan Audit Committee had been 
appointed and duly Pubmitted their report to the }rovincial meet ing 
at the Swan Hotel , Cherts~y on 19th . AuLuPt 1852 and again on 
3r d . November, 1853 , when 1 rovincial Grand Lodge met at the Grey-
hound llotel , Croydon. At the same place o~ 7th . August 1854, the A 
Audit Committee were able to report that the older lJodges were now 
al~ost up to date ¥ith their du•s to Jrovincial Grand Lodge . 
~'here was a number of di stinguished visitors at this meet i ng and a 
1-rovincial Grand Char lain now appeared in the list of Officers. 

ln July 1858, a Committee was apnoini, ed to cons id er a suggestion 
that there should be a Hall in the } rovince fo r the "l-urposes of 
r~asonry " but their renort to the meeting at the Anet?l Hotel , Guil
ford, on 11th. July 1859 opvosed this Ruggestion on account of the 
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expense which would attend "such a move". The Aunit Committee 
reported a balance of more than £10l in the I . ~ . L . Account . It was 

· at this meeting that a }rovincial CharitiPs Committee was rormed . 
It consisted of one member from each lodge in the lrovince , to be 
elected on Inf'!talla.tion nie,ht , together with the l-rovincial Grand 
l· aster and De11uty as l resident and Vice-1 resident res11ectively . 
The Comr itt~P was to rer ort annually to Provincial &rand Lodge . 

Atain meeting at the Gr-eyhound hotel , Croydon , on 17th . July 
186u, lrovincial Grand Lodge resolved that five guineas be donated 
to a testimonial to . • Bro . Thos . S. lH•wly for his "valuable services 
as Honorary Surceon to ~he Royal ~enevolent Institution at Croydon 
for aged hasond and thei r ' idows , since its foundation". It was 
agr eed that there should now be .rrovincial Grano Stewards and the 
fee of Honour was fixed at lCs . 6d ., while Aprons , 6ollars and ~ewels 
~ere to be rrovided from ~ . G . L . funds . Six Stewards were aprointed, 
The Frovincial Grand laster gave hi s usual report on how things were 
~oing with the Cra:ft generally . The annual meetings of the next 
five years dealt with fe111 mRtters of i mportance but on the 27th . 
July 186G , at the AnPel Hotel , Guilford, the Audi~ .Q.Qmmittee stated 
~hat the clothing of the rrovinciel ufficers required reinstatement 
~nd_z:ecommended that £25 be allocated for that r urpose. Jhis 
ind icaj'.es that the clothine belonged to J rovincial Gran~ lodee and 
was only worn by the Cf:ficers concerned at these meetinfs. ~t 
9,.fficers, who could have been expected to have their own clothing 
were few . Tfi'9re were no appoini.;ments to Bast ranJr in those days 
~nd only those who had actually served_!_n the Office concerned 
could cl~im to be }ast Otficrrs. Even as late as 1884 the Book 
of Constitutions stated that l rovincial GrS:nd l• asters cannot appoint 
Brethren to last ranks in their Lod5es. Somewhat earlier it had 
been laid dc~n that five years service in an office was necesPary 

' for this distinction. It was not until "the present cEntuary that 
fast ranks ~ere conf'erred on Brethren although they had not held the 
Office in queetion . 

The Secretary of the 1~0Jal ?-.asonic .denevolE"nt J.nsti tution was a 
visitor at the 1S67 meetinc ~nd , from ~he healthy balance of £150 , 
a donation of £30 was voted to his Institution and a further £20 i n 
the followine year, thus qualifying the rrovince as a Vice-I resident. 
Five guineas was al~o donated to the "ialestine Exploration Fune " 
but the ai m Pnd object of this fund is not recorded . last Ranks 
are mentioned in the minutes of the 1868 meeting and in the record 
of those preP.ent at the 1869 roAeting the holders are gi ven a prior 
place , no dot.bt by virtue of .. heir service. 

An unusual meetin~ IlAce on 9th . July 1870 , waR the Grandstand 
on Ersom Racecourse ~nd a vote of thanks to thP ma.m.a.gement was auly 
recorded . ~he Grand ~ecretary tV . W. Bro. John HPrvey) was a 
visitor on this occaqion . Three ~uineas for two Provincial Grand 
Lodge Collars and donation~ to the Chari ties were anproved . 
On 29th. July , 1871 , at the- Masonic Hall , Chertsey , the visitors 
includPd V. W. Bro . r,ajor General Studholme Brownriee and , at the same 
meeting, the lrovincial Grand ?·aster intimated his intPntion of 
resi£ning his office before the meeting of the next lrovincial Grand 
Lodge. r·. t. o. 
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Thi s was held on 27th . Apri l , 1872 , i n the l ubl i c Hall , tteigate . 
~1he V. W. Br o . George Harcour t offi ci ated as act i ng :Provincial Grand 

· Nast~r and the names of th£:: Wardens tBros . l a r sons and Dundas) and 
the Secretary tBro . Greenwood) are recorded but no other (Jfficers . 
Seven r aster l asons i nt.coduced the new I rovincial Grand t aster , 
I ajor General Stuoholme Brownri~g and hi s ~atent of office was culy 
~eiUl . .H i s decorations we re cited , inclur ing CoJ1'11andPr of the 
Bath , leFion of Honour and Lfficer of thP Turkish Lrder of Medj idi~ .~ 
Re was then oblieatP<l and i m'Jtalled; r r oclaill'led wi th a f l ouri sh 
of drums Rnd trum~ets ; and saluted with seven i n the East , the l i Ye 
in the' est and the l i }P in tht South. The other important bu~i
ness of this me~ting was the rEading of an Address to thr Fast l r o
v i ncial &rand I aetbr , ~iexander Dobie , wh i ch it was agreed should 
be en~ro~sed on vellum and rresented to him. rteference was made 
to h i R exceT t ionally long ~ I rriod of servi ce as Frovinc i al G-re.nd 
Haster \ 24 years) and to the increase in the number of Surr ey .Lodges 
dur i ng that time . 

----OOL 00------
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF DEATH Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, LONDON. 

REGISTRATION DISTRICT 

19' '7 {, . DEATH in the Sub-district of 
Columns:- 2 3 4 

When and 
No. where died Name and surname Sex Age 

s 6 

Occupation Cause of death 

7 

Signature, description, and 
residence of informant 

8 9 

When Signarure of 
regi Lered registrar 

~~ 
A~ J~ i:.~ 

ct~~ 
of, v .t.k.tJ p aw~ 

W.1/. D u._, 

Son ~ w. "'. 
g1 

o~ m~ 
lf.ll 1g7{, L/- r~ 

H~ck Park 
,,~ 

s~ o..ld A 9e 
ouO~iu ~ 

ct~e. B~ 
M· 0 . 

p~-o.J-~ 
d-eed::J.1 

1/- 14# p o.-rl< 
1ruflU.L 

I< ~ut1b~(l 

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Deaths in the District above mentioned. 

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFPICE, LoNDON, under the Seal of the said Office, the I -"" day of A p riA 19 '7'i 

DA 668605 

This ccrtillcat is tSSocd an pursuance 01 the Baths and Deaths Registration Act 1953. 
Section 34 provides that any certified copy or an cnuy purporting to be sealed or stam~ with the teal of the Ocnmi! Register Offioc shall be rcc:eaw:d as evidcace of the birth 
or death to which it relates wit.hoot any farther or other proof or the entry, and oo certified copy purportina to bavc been given iD the said Officcaball beofaQJfocceOC' c.IT~ 
unless It IS scaled C1' stamped 8S afcnsaid. 
CAlITJON:-A.DJ perWOD wbo (1) falsiles uy 01 the partiaalan oo Ibis Cft1J8catt or (2) UleS a falsi&d ctr1ilcatt n true, knowing It to be falle, ii liable to p1•MC"'4._ 
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